were unable to demonstrate changes in the cholinesterase content of the carotid bodies ; this suggests
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Alpha-lobeline hydrochloride injected intravenously reflexly stimulates respiration by its action on cliemoreceptors in the carotid bodies (Heymans et al., 1931) . In man an involuntary bout of coughing precedes the hyperpnoea. The cough is uncontrollable and explosive, lasts for a few seconds, and is accompanied by nausea and a choking sensation in the throat. These effects have been used to measure the velocity of blood flow ; the interval between the injection and the onset of coughing gives the circulation time from the site of injection to the carotid body (Berliner, 1940 Hexamethonium iodide alone blocks this cough in the fully conscious person.
The significance of this finding is discussed.
